FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

from their "special correspondents/9 some of whom did not even
take the trouble to move from their editorial offices in order to
write their stories of "disorders," "Red atrocities95, "growing and
unrestrainable indignation of the Spanish people at the incom-
petence of a Government dominated by Communists," and so on.
On July 15th, 1936, after this intensive period of ideological
preparation, the Volkischer Beobaehter, official organ of the third
Reich, openly prophesied that "it will not be the first time, in
the course of these twenty years, that the summer holidays in
Spain are interrupted by grave political surprises." It was the
official announcement of a rebellion which broke out three days
later.

Initial assistance soon grew into a regular invasion. The names
of the Italian units operating in Spain are known to all. The
Italian press indulged in a continuous panegyric of their feats of
arms, and gave great prominence to portraits of their leaders.
"Littorio," "23rd of March," "Black Flames," "Black, Blue and
Green Arrows": their sonorous and colourful names made them
stand out in the popular imagination and ensured that their
achievements should not pass unnoticed. With their powerful
artillery and armoured-car sections, these divisions, together with
the "legionary air arm" and the G.T.V. (Volunteer Corps),
constituted the great military organization of Fascist Italy in
Spain.

Of these six divisions, four were entirely Italian; the other two
were chiefly composed of Spaniards, under the command of
Italian officers. Each division was made up of two brigades of two
regiments each, some 12,000 men in all, not counting the specialists,
artillery-men, tank drivers, engineers and instructors. By a simple
process of multiplication one arrives at a total of approximately
50,000 or 60,000 Italians fighting on Franco's side. This figure,
as we shall afterwards see, is considerably smaller than the real
one. Nevertheless, in itself it ought to have been sufficiently high
for the Non-intervention Committee, and its chief sponsors, the
British and French Governments, to have reached the obvious
conclusion that a veritable army of occupation had been sent to
Spain and was being maintained there by one of the Powers
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